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SCHOOL MEMORIALS 
Grievance 

MR P.W. ANDREWS (Southern River) [9.25 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for Education and 
Training.  I am very pleased to have the opportunity to make this grievance, not only because it is to the Minister 
for Education and Training, but also because of his previous military career and his work on the Bali Memorial.  
The issue I raise today concerns memorials in schools.   

If the minister were a bit older than he is and of my vintage, he would remember that back in the 1960s and 
1970s there was a feeling in Australia that Anzac Day was going to lose its importance in Australian society.  
The reason given at the time was that the Vietnam War was going on and there was a strong antiwar feeling.  It 
was the time of the beginning of considerable immigration from other countries that did not have an Anzac 
tradition.  It was felt that the antiwar feeling and the changing face of Australia would result in the loss of Anzac 
Day.  In addition, the generation of original diggers was passing away in the 1960s.  It was a very strong 
concern.  What has happened since then is that people from overseas have adopted the tradition of Anzac Day.  
If the minister were to visit any school in his ministry, he would find that children from all backgrounds 
celebrate Anzac Day in the same way as every other kid at school.  A new generation has grown up with 
different backgrounds.  It has meant that the Anzac Day tradition, particularly in schools, is becoming stronger 
every year.   

It is important to remember that we are looking at the ninetieth anniversary of the great battles on the Western 
Front: the Somme, Passchendaele and others.  In the Great War, 1917 was a horrendous year for Australian 
armed forces.  Last year was the fortieth anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan.  We can see all the anniversaries 
that are occurring that continually point out the role that our servicemen and women have played in Australian 
history.   

It is important to remember that we are only seven and a half years away from celebrating the 100th anniversary 
of the Gallipoli landings.  This is part of the lead up to 2015.  Perhaps we will be in government, but it does not 
matter which party is in office.  We need to work continually in the lead up to that 100th anniversary.  Part of 
that effort has been the Anzac Day working group small grants scheme, which has been an outstanding success.  
It has allowed older memorials and rolls of honour to be upgraded and maintained.  It is a very important 
tradition.  Part of the small grants scheme was to create memorials and honour rolls in areas with no existing 
memorials and no eligibility for other funding.  My electorate is on the fringe of the city.  Memorials have 
traditionally been in the inner city or in older parts of the city, such as Gosnells.  There are no memorials for 
people to celebrate Anzac Day in outlying areas in my electorate, such as Canning Vale and parts of Thornlie.  I 
use Southern River as an example.  They are relatively new areas and memorials are therefore not present.   

Schools, which are used for gatherings of people on Anzac Day, are attracting greater and greater crowds to their 
ceremonies.  It is not just the parents and grandparents of the children who attend; people from the local 
community also attend.  Schools are becoming much more of a focus for Anzac Day ceremonies, not just for the 
children, but for people from surrounding areas.  A classic example is Damla College, a school run by the 
Turkish community.  It has a day of celebration - Children’s Day - which observes both a traditional Turkish 
holiday and Anzac Day.  It is fantastic to see those who fought each other in World War I coming together.  The 
school is a fantastic example of how sacrifices on both sides can be remembered.   

Given that schools increasingly focus attention on Anzac Day, I would like part of the planning process for new 
schools - for example, schools in my area such as Excelsior Primary School, Caladenia Primary School and the 
new school the minister is building in Southern River - to incorporate some sort of memorial.  I use the term 
“memorial” not in the strict sense of a war memorial; it could take any form.  It might be a memorial garden, a 
sculpture, a mural, or some sort of interactive, permanent display - anything that the local community thinks 
would be suitable for its school, and which could at the same time be used as an Anzac Day focus.  The schools 
in my electorate do a fantastic job.  They tend to use the traditional flag in the traditional setting, but I think there 
is an opportunity during the planning phase of a new school for this to be incorporated, for example, in the 
garden design.  Ranford Primary School, which is now in my neighbouring electorate, was one of the first 
schools in the area to invite the outside community to the school for the ceremony.  It still celebrates Anzac Day 
by inviting members of the local Returned and Services League and various guest speakers.  I would like this 
idea to become part of the formal planning process for new schools so that future school generations can look at 
the memorial area as a focus for Anzac Day and other commemorations and ceremonies that take place, and it 
does not become the site for a one-off event - the “one day of the year” - but rather, a permanent part of the 
school.  There is no better reminder for students about car accidents and students who have been killed in car 
accidents than a memorial garden. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  I think the member’s time is up. 
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MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham - Minister for Education and Training) [9.32 am]:  I thank the member 
for Southern River for his grievance and his obviously well thought out ideas on this subject.   

The concept of schools getting involved and gaining an understanding of Australian history and the role of past 
generations in the defence of the nation, or the pursuit of the foreign policy of the nation, is no doubt worthwhile.  
Since it has been in office the government has taken the view that it is important to have a reasoned and sensible 
approach to this issue; not jingoistic, but a reasoned approach that takes account of Australia’s history and 
acknowledges the contribution of those who have gone before.  The government has therefore put in place a 
range of initiatives.  One such initiative is the annual Anzac Day trip by 12 to 14 public and private school 
students from around Western Australia to an acknowledged Australian military heritage site.  Traditionally the 
trip is to Gallipoli, but sometimes it is to northern France and on one occasion it was Greece.  Students from 
schools across the state can apply to be part of that process and undertake essays, speeches, research and so 
forth, in order to be selected.  That has engendered enormous interest in schools across Western Australia, 
particularly public schools, and it has also allowed teachers to undertake some research.   

The government has put an instruction in place to ensure that all public schools have an Anzac Day ceremony.  
The government has rehabilitated and refurbished the State War Memorial, which was in a state of dilapidation.  
We have set up various registers - websites and the like - for people’s stories to be published, and a register of all 
the honour boards and memorials around the state so that we know where they are, what they contain and so 
forth.  We undertook to amend the Anzac Day Act and erected in Fremantle a statue of John Curtin, the 
Australian Prime Minister during World War II.  Very importantly, we undertook the Anzac Day small grants 
scheme program.  The program is still in operation, and in fact the member for Yokine runs the project.  The 
program has been expanded to also acknowledge Remembrance Day.  There is roughly $1 million available for 
distribution over the next 18 months or two years for memorials, public address systems for RSL clubs and 
innovative projects people might have to acknowledge these aspects of Australian history.  There has been a 
greater emphasis on these aspects of our history over the past few years than might have been expected.  It is 
interesting that this has occurred at a time in the state’s history when there are probably fewer ex-service men 
and women from times of war than at any time over the past century.  Obviously the numbers of veterans decline 
with the passing of time.  There is actually a greater emphasis on these ceremonies now that most of them are 
gone, which is an interesting paradox. 

I am interested in the member for Southern River’s idea about schools having the capacity to put in place some 
acknowledgement of this part of our history, whether it be a memorial to veterans, a memorial to past students 
or, indeed, a peace park type concept, which some schools would probably be interested in.  I recently visited the 
so-called Western Front; I have been there a few times.  I visited a city called Ypres in Belgium and went to 
various parts of the former front.  There are traditional war memorials on the old battlefields, which are 
incredibly interesting; military cemeteries with numerous headstones; and relics from the battlefields - the old 
pillboxes and so forth.  In some places there are peace parks.  One was opened recently by the Irish government 
in acknowledgment of all the Irishmen - of whom there were many thousands - who died at the location.  The 
Irish government constructed a peace park rather than a war memorial, and it has become a significant attraction 
because it is a different way of looking at those events.  In fact, on some of those battlefields, including one that I 
visited on the Somme River in northern France, there are peace parks that were established many decades ago by 
former veterans.  Many veterans returned from the war as pacifists; their experiences had converted them to 
pacifism.  They set up these peace parks as memorials to ensure that people look at the other side of conflict, 
which is the absence of conflict.   

There are interesting models that can be adopted.  If schools wish to come forward with proposals, I am quite 
interested to examine them.  Obviously there are often cost implications, but these things can often be 
established by P&C associations and interested groups, perhaps in conjunction with their local veterans’ groups 
and so forth.  I would be not at all averse to looking at proposals from schools that are interested in doing these 
sorts of things.  Ballajura Community College has set up an outstanding model with some very significant 
funding from the state and commonwealth, but it does not have to be that expensive; it can simply be some sort 
of acknowledgement.  I am only too happy as education minister to look at and if possible progress any ideas 
people want to bring forward.  Subject to guidelines, the grants program run by the member for Yokine may 
provide some assistance to schools that wish to undertake these sorts of measures.   

I thank the member for Southern River for his interest.  It is an interesting and refreshing idea. 
 


